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OoN- B2005, 39®- 23303 2308-530. 3
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ARODE RDRBCE J3RESR) Se z’ogd €00 I3C |
FOODE 303, 3 NS 5033 %o%-oae%@éé’e
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e2ONE A3 ée%gi%éeg @&@eméa-éwd-%eées |
FOTRNT, DT, GIORRC FBR,BTED FEIE RIOZSC
89,0-59%-53 %mﬁfae rbd)rbé-ﬁrae&é-gmﬁm
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mdéeé-é@-%m@ﬁe g0B-2308-D3TE3, ¢ |

RRODE RUBCE - Oh Sun God!

5&657\9 3¢ - salutations to youl!

M)ﬁd (you are) of pleasing appearance

€00 HIC - O consort of Chaya devil

&)Q‘i)%‘&)d@éég - you are the embodiment of The Primal Cause
and all Effects (1)

wRS® e,_':o)&éé - you illuminate the whole world

20D OBE‘S?S@ﬁ@(’ - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo
e20DE DI - learned men salute you

3(’%8&“’%3@9 - you display spectacular brightness (2)
eﬂifaem?s& é@d Fe3ee - provider of good health and other benefits
TO0R oﬁ)% - you have affinity to the lotus

5&)% - you are a friend

QOIJ/C - O Surya
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35%%58@ - of a thousand rays

BEDE RDSAC - father of Karna

ﬁ@dmﬁ%d - remover of evil and sinful deeds

%E)Dﬁf@(’ - you are verily like Fire

RTIN®D 23RS - propitiated by Guruguha

F\é?@ﬁfoe - innately effulgent

DRORICHS - worshipped by seers

AI/Be - you are the jewel of daytime

RRCIOD Fj)é 3 209e0C - you are the leader of Chandra and
other planets

@em&%&‘é - great men salute you

B0E m?@:fae - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)
aﬁééd 3@% 3®Ie - your chariot is drawn by seven

fine horses (4)

ple) Qﬁe;‘&_c)ése@? d)@ééﬁﬁ’ - you are identified with your core
mantra of eight syllables (5)

ROREIE F\édfc)w_aééﬁf - your body shines in golden hue
P38c3 ™»O é@ééﬁf’ - you are identified with Brahma,
Vishnu and Shiva (6)

Z&)_?so dl)é o‘fbéd@é’gﬁ(’ - you are dispenser of worldly gifts

as well as salvation.

Notes :

1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything born out of
it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and karyam.
é%@w—% S| 33630, B2 | says Taittirlya Upanishad.

2 3T 3@%%@ - Ramayana 6.107.15
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3 30%e ﬁ@@%m%ﬁ@ says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21

4 The seven vedic metres - gayatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl, pangtl,

triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun's chariot

oD, éo:imé)ﬁfgemmég REITVEIOIRCL T 23 Lee3edI0RZ w3 |
--Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya's bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra is 8;)02)858

DRODE @@323 55230° | “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance, the impeller of
the universe, and the First Cause"

6 239, -OR)-DB-BBRB- BP0

ﬁge RT3 PoR,Bed° says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.
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D0 BRNENS 0 a@ﬁad)rbé-dg o
320%,0 NeT, 3ToTORN BTG 0
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23,2050 Tedoeded 0HETBBITF |
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3 252:3 - Pray to Chandra,
&
R0OJA - O mind!
ro_c)C,i) 86;)63050 3639)?30 - he is as pure as the mind of the
virtuous persons
‘a%@ ARCTDISCRI F93C30 - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods
(aﬁcgo - he is soothingly pleasant
RRCBI 3@3@50 - wearer of the sixteen digits
QIJOBTO - the maker of the night
B0 ZFBCTTO - brother of Goddess Lakshmi
A‘b@?édo - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)
CIJ3RE - always (worship Chandra).
Eﬁ%&d 399 D2ZRREIO - he adorns Shiva's crown
3c3 3390 - his rays are pleasantly cool
235\)2,3)&'&‘;0 - he has four hands
IANAMN 6,3%0 - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)
23¢23,63¢8 S0DI0 - he is the (Ieft) eye of Vishnu (4)
&OD&S"@ CIJRC WIXO - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha (5)
DO - deva-s specially drink him (6)
BT NS0 - is friendly to the lily,
eﬂ’b@ aVleVabres dgd)e - is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the
preceptor of Brahma
5%%60 - he is bearing hare-like marks (7)
ﬁ(’o_'é)a mm&@&m@o - he received first a curse, and

then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)
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3035 23;%63 AT %2@5 m@o - his body shines as

white as the autumn moon (9)

3%,£0 50003 o3 eBEIN B3O - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

525&86 D)0 he is inimical to the lotus

Becdede %Qﬂ) 30 233003° - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)
Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati's wife. She fell in love with Chandra and lived

with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice, also called
Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard Chandra as
the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the Gita:

@w—amo‘,’a) 23R BeIOE § ASICTIRC z,&ra@% 3%93, 33 | Bhagavad Gita

15.13 'l assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all vegetation"

3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper to the

God of Love

4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that Chandra is a
manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names chandrAMshuH (281),
shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.

5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart of the

Primal Cause. 23§ 2309 DI ARC 23938 - PuruShasUkta.

Y
6 DBeE3ced HEODNQ DT0 AT - €2:DTERCS mésaaézbm N-2-08
7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon's disk is referred

to by poets as a hare

8 glShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here the
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reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-46) DakSha
gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra. Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen digits.
Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then gain,
his lustre in the span of a month, every month.
B35 0T ARCSIHZR M)od)é gERlalacH

DTz BHT, B0 Aveceds 30 Segde Fode D |
- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24
9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itselfl
10 RohiNI is Chandra's favourite among the 27 wives who are the

constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

%8 ITATT:

{Lerea® P E® 2.2 STaplery)

Ton- 0083 Sow- BB 2308 Cws
9259083908 0370330 TS ZeIeIYT0
d)&;sﬁ?a‘ado RBRBINTO 23930 930 |
2),808:0cm B 30eBBH30

dagzgo d@d&@a&q&do 333005330
DB To 33 nYo DadEdstodundo
DBI0DHEDCRZTBO DHFBRCBES |
AP ERSFIATC e d)g%ééé’b@,%édg o
30903 T30 239,3,59330 B3I 0
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Be33330 BPBI BRI

BF,FBRBNBRR I B0

PR3 RIS 0 teRRPRIRIIG0
&

ZBRUG0 BRDEETHIDII P |

9259030 e£8 0300e) €T - | take refuge in Kuja (1)

2930 239Ta3° - again and again

DI @%3 b abagdo - he is very valuable (helpful) to those who
approach him

d)?}‘fﬁ @930 - he presides over Tuesday

23060 BeIVT0 - he is the son of Mother Earth (2)

2%&3{3\(530 - he resembles a golden pot

R de)%jﬁ ODE%@ﬁBO - he presides over the zodiacal

signs Aries and Scorpio (3)

(3?59_0&;3\0 - his body is red in colour

d@%@& 330 - he wears a red cloth, and the like

5_%0 300 C,ﬁdo - he holds a mace and a trident

@Q@o - is auspicious

3% NS0 - has a handsome neck

d)‘&g‘%ﬁ 33 BBONRY0 - his two feet are quite charming

d)e}:fé 390ODTO - bestower of auspiciousness

DCR @bdﬁgo - he rides a goat

N33 emégz;\ds"‘ - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house (uchcha).
D93 AT ACNIBO0 - he is worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras

(demons) alike

Stotram Digitalized By Sanskritdocuments.org



http://sanskritdocuments.org/

d)g R)éé QO3 dgjo - he sports a charming smile
de&?)(’%do - graces (devotees) with real estate

?"D?)ée) 39030 - he promotes good brotherhood

(5_30 3(’%0 - has red eyes

eI dg@o - protector of the afflicted

PR3 a;démcﬁ i@%o - he is worshipped in the town
Vaithlsvarankoil (4)

@ﬁ%@’?& D 3633%@:9&’1)@5 w_a@o - recipient of

grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as well

as guruguha

?Jaﬁo ﬁg) 3D &)O%O - he is friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter
apaﬁa’mé A_’D@@%O - has a charming wife

&’Eﬁ)g §§ ?,SC:S)O - appears cute with hands resting on his knees
Z%é)&i)‘c‘%o - he has four arms

93 é’bz%%d)e - he is quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a~NgAraka or simply a~NgAra because he looks like a heap
of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation which
fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha. So he
has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:

Q930 &gwcﬁ’edgmoi)séémg B89, 02 CeI0BE 2303
d)ﬁ@e Q3ex3rodus gedieeo T &em&mée%mg Il phaladipika 1.6

4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India
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%% 2033
{Lereg®SPER® S
Ton- FE3DTE. SoO- $0T 308 TPed),
2032303 0370 B30

D330 aﬁgaaoaioéaiﬁ |
wcj%%a"eg&éo a,&faxb%ﬁrae?&éo
AVANCLIALDEE AlCIME ANV TR ATA Ul
BB DRREYS0 HDMHBENTE 30
B%e3,090 eed-eEE3-T0T-3ed0T-
3%, G000 5eICCNSTNTIR-

% 20533}

[ S

39, DFH0 B)FFZC0 JYoREO
8%, 82%3:830 %%m&daoéo
3%,0238330 x?maigﬁaoédse I

2030 @%Oﬁ)@e‘ﬁb 2330 - | take refuge in Budha always

A3 DVI30 - he is lauded by the devas

?3\5@ 309 B - he is the offspring of Chandra and Tara
&Dd %%8 2330 - he is understood by learned men
z,&xazb%g RRCR30 - is appreciated by great scholars (1)
5)6,3.)(5 BRSO %Cjo - bestower of fine poetical talents
RBDICOD F’od&ddﬂe - his accomplishments are praiseworthy
&)z&)&ab AN 65.)530 - his saffron-coloured form is splendid
BN BN @%30 - whose form delights Guruguha

BB a‘;@eao - is inimical to Kuja

2069 20BEI T3 Fe03AT 32,508 IO - he is adorned with
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a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems
BACOD33 NI 3&‘%@50 - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo

@)éé 330 - he has a book in his hands

5@07’330 - he is genderless (2)

%?S&d B w330 - highly respected by the servant class
%@wm& 3&30 - he is blemishless

é%&d 23§ 30 - very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)
ﬁmég 280333 - ever revelling in bliss.

Notes:

1) budha literallly means a learned person

2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.

32308 5630-2000308€ 2398, says phaladipikA, 2.27

3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in kOLarupadigam that
devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.
For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

%98 &3@%88

(Le2eIPSPERE |, %8 ?%ab’ﬁwég}
N

Ton- 9T :;@- 332303 & )3

20,33, 3¢ FoTOHSC 20,3, 2308 Fe3 SR ¢ |
DT/ IRE NETR B BDBVEINCE IRTZC
d)age% dgém%é-%ée AVDIATADIA AN I AR VI

R002230ODE BODE 32 530 ?&)&S@é\e@ &nief-g od-ndsee
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BOD-3WE S €98,0,073 23-BIF €53 3-23-50), 3Tec
R)00-HDNITB-R03/0e D3 BB -503 &eﬁ-w:&f(ge
H00D-2339,0-2398° -0 R H-,5933 53057@-2)3186
Q09e30300D AeBFZ e BB, T o‘,’b%—zj%e&'
bd@gmoja d)aiai-aﬁraei € QC0ZIOD eNTR-B WL |

&g)éﬁwé’e S0TOHR3C - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara

Z:))éé 2393C - born of Brahma

53@657\9 3c - | salute you.

RTOWE) - you have great strength

D2AC - O master

ﬁ(’o"éﬁ(’ - Lord of speech and writing

d)‘&’&) qﬁéoéboe&‘d Gﬁ@ﬁé(’ - you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

ab%ea\g)& D3 @%36’ - you are venerated by Indra and others
R0 A3 HENBC - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

092IVONE 230DE - the best preceptor of the gods

d&:’) 6,3(5 - you hold a mace in your hand

?5.)?5 e)é\ea - you are endowed with auspicious features

At %Oﬁ) Qe - you are a Teacher for all three worlds
2008 €I - you are ever young

@3@)6’6,3 - you never become angry

323 W3 - you are the father of Kacha

@%3 TN 3%56@6 - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all who
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approach you

@OD@ RTINID B0RVRCRS - you have been appreciated by Shiva
and Guruguha

@%@dé - you promote good offspring

eI &Jﬁfg(’ - you are a friend for all poor people

200D ?,33%@ 205° Rédfad - you are the embodiment of the four
stages of speech starting with parA (2)

5\)2@53 - you illuminate people's intellect

doi)‘a%&ge - you are full of compassion

QTOOOD - you are never afflicted by any illness

Aed 3\33(’&' - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous Conduct(3)
36%&3&%0&) - you cannot be controlled

&% ?,,3%@&' - you are the saviour of all living beings

Z)d%gmoﬂo - you are pure

?,,Z’x)dﬁ 23@(’\_3’(’ - you enjoy yourself in the world

QT0TO - you are whole

T %Cb‘aéﬁ’ - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

R)CRCF 0 23 dwa)zso IO é,’b% TORE &3@%3&9 100.9%
“Know thou that among the great preceptors, | am Brihaspati"

2) the generation of speech (VAk) consists of four stages, parA,
pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant stage in the
mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the navel

it becomes kArya bindu. This stage is pashyantl The next stage is

madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where it
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acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound, capable of
representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According to Rig Veda,
people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the fourth

part is speech:
?3@%6 2393 0NT9 BV T éi)z&mggéém 03e JeNEDs |
g%fep) %eeé LD 3@@\0&)@ 300e0NRE e d)d)mé BB 10.08. 9.8 |

We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA sahasranAma

R0 ddéégfj I§eVArD) 5232@6 RT3 | dacjﬁaba =3,800¢CRsma Il

3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is found
in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar, in his

commentary of the Tamil classic Tirukkural.

% dog

{Lepe38 SPER® .t ebgg}

OIN- BT SO®- 0692303 €983

%e?b\é)ajﬁddo 23300 B30 RIS %3 330° |
-9 -9 - o3

e ?bgaﬁﬁﬁaﬁ‘ 30o-

PRI VA0 8Y) de)o—-’aéo@a-

e3 @@35803@@6@23

8@5&%8&3@%@33@:@0 30ee3330 cjaiejm%dse |

20B3-238 TCRI-BTD-IoN0 IR BNEO

3O 3@5@-2@680 dé’b-é‘ozs?d-rbda-ﬁe}@eao

3@05-5&@60@-@6&69@&-5%@?§dmd£d-£daofbe
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d&@)ezé -Z’Qeaé-ggeg-dd-ﬁeg) -dxa@-%&raee—"ae
%omoé-ﬁﬁ 03,093 3903-5390230 3903 -
838 o

RRCR)TO03-00203RCNR-59330 oaz%@cﬁo a e VAV IR ATAVLE

%C’?i)é Zjﬁdéo %35300'3)"0&)) Fjoééo - | always meditate

upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

23O ééa%’o - he is the repository of all Truths (1)

3¢ 308 23Me3° - O Lord Shukra!

90 2B FTIOO - please protect me now

de)o_')& é)@@@(’ég- you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)

%3?5 Go3RCDTCS - you are the preceptor of the asuras
333 3&383—533-3@%0 - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you
have one eye left (2)

30ee3 330 - you wear a crown

6,35%3 m%d)e - your body is white in colour

D033 5%6-%C§Jd%—@&®ﬁo - your share in the udu
dashA system (3) is twenty years

Qﬂe,_'és ﬁﬁ&'o - you have beneficial ashta varga

B0 - you are a great poet (4)

3603% 0330 - you promote happy matrimony

O 3%?5&&—%@8@0 - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati

S0 BRCTD @c’z@&m& Bece e 9333 HeDOE - at the time you

are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your navamsa
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hora, drekkANa, and vargottama (5)

=38, &2 Jeed %ge:é dd%e\g) RSP BCHC - and in

exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and

mulatrikona positions (6)

802003 da’géoé 2093003 F0DLIVTV0 RPCR)TI0I -

and if they belong to the groups of parts known as trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)

0% 030N FTJ0 - you promote conditions for kingship (to

the person)(8)

03%233563&339 - you bestow kingship.

RTINITD V0 - you give great happiness to Guruguha.

Notes:

1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He and
Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter's

father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves around the
mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!

2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the planets in
varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods (in years) of
influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18, Brihaspati-16,
Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra when

he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily Shukra

BRCIVRDV3 9 3V Il ( Bhagavad Gita-10.37)
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5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra. Popular
belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding

prosperity. (Sukra dasha). DikShita enumerates circumstances

when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical terms are
explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas'
HorasAra and Mantreshvara's PhaladlpikA. The ecliptic is divided
into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from

the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided into
equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being called a
varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided into
three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by dividing a
Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into 5, 5,
8, 7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order), shashtyamsa,
60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when dividing the rasi
into 7,10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a

navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which it arose,
it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts of
these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha, SvakShetra,
Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For example,

for Shukra, Uchcha in MIna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula O deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.

Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
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Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga forms

an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,
Phalaladipika (7-15) says: “If Shukra and Guru are in Mina, Shani

in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army...."

% 33,33

{L@CﬂecTeECSegm e é%zgdg}

Tori- OHTBIOT0WRCE) To®- B 2308 DF

D23938-830830 33,3 B0 3300 FZZ0 BZ0esB |
aﬁmdag)—?bcja QeD73,-B [0 30D0FT0 €98-30,3-POT0
232306 B-5¢398 -5398 -3 3-33eHT0 ©9BB0D-B-HFOWR® |
BITD YT -FOQ-0NE-T30H/O BOV-AHCTITO 59823930
QCCROZE-R) R, -e3090e3, 30 3@@-6%—&&@35@@?}3&@30
R9OAe-30 RNB-[JVD30 d)éd-é)dg)-oaé- PO 3©-
%@-&%@@-&ed-é‘g)@o BO309-RP-BONTO V2300
@@-dg-éa&e&é-m&o BN TR E -POTI-FIGIC0
50-238 -23073-238 -390 ) B-¢Io03r0-T3eC-BPRF |

R))ééo &%éoﬁ)e C930 - | meditate constantly on
25%%3660 D033 3IJPR0 - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)
256&)512) Z’QCSD R)efnri-&smmo -In those who are immersed in the

ocean of worldly life
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?"30&%660 - he strikes terror

928 ﬁ@d é@do - (and) dispenses terrible consequences

PATADIAIRS) 3&3@% o\)_c)% RR3 ﬁédb@?o - (on the other hand,)

on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His grace

2330 5)23 é@daﬂjﬁ - he bestows exceptionally good things
6@@3“6{’%5 ?JD§ th)§ 23>0 - he is sparkling dark in colour, like

the eye liner pigment

FIORBISICTTO - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death (2)
FOBIOIO - he rides a crow (3)

QCCOR3 - @)o"i—d)@@a—%éo - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

3@@—6%—2@@6@\@@%&630 - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

R0OAC-30 - He is worshipped by mAlinl (4)

ROIND-0VD30 - he gives pleasure to Guruguha
@35—5)&%—0@3—@@30 - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Aquarius

3@—%@—@0%3—@@—&65—%0@00 - he has great liking for

sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

doim-xbm-mrﬁdo - he is an ocean of compassion (for his devotees)
32»,3&'031)0 - he is fearless

@@d@-é@&@@é-m&o - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted
by Yama,'s cudgel (5)

TN TOBE DOT-FTONGLCO - he is verily the divine Kamadhenu while
dispensing favours to devoteees

@O—&ﬁé—?ﬁ@d—%%m&o - he has the capacity to break the
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Wheel of Time (6)

36, 3-¢1000r3ee-ROR0e - he is the son of ChAYA devl

Notes:

1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note that Saturn
takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this reason he
is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet advocates this
as the reason for Shani's late arrival at Damayanti's svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj~nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRRidhra) is Shani's vehicle.

4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In Mahabharata, during
exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking employment
in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for Shani's
slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)
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B-B08 -0 -THRNB-BIQCREOEDRF |

ﬂéOD&)O CIBRI BT TOTVO - | always remember RAhu

2RODE ﬁg} é’b(’iéo - he is being aspected by Surya and Chandra (1)
e‘fb%é 23D - he has a crooked body

OORTBO - he is a demon and also a deva 2)

QRN ®TO - he drives away illnesses

RTED 2;363 D30 - he wards off fears from snakes and the like
BRTVEII VB30 - he is happily seated on a shUrpa (a

bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram in Tamil)
5@@305))@ dd 33308 - he holds a trident in is hands

B09% WO - has a frightful face

3030 - he is hard,

éodmmeaeé&m-@zgg-@ngo _ his(fierce)looks melt into a
compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing 'kayA naH' (3)
%330%,&)&'%0 - he has four hands

&JCé 33ee300 dee@o - he holds a sword, a shield and like weapons
RBRRED Je® dgo - he wears a blue cloth and other garments
made of leather

ﬁmeﬁaed&)zﬁde@o - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments laced with
gomedaka (gem) stones

3 é)é 8&)% D R)’ﬁf_%(’e?i 33£9230° - He is friends with Shani
and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with
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asuras'help, the deva-s sought Vishnu's help to prevent asuras from

getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of a mohini

and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura sneaked in
between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before he was spotted
and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a serpent body
and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent's head and became Ketu
2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not die,

he became a half-deval

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The mantra

for Rahu is:

3030 5%@ 20 NUR3C ﬂmdoz,jg 28091 3O 2323%0&)3 ig)@m |
“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing friend? With
what most mighty company?' This Sama is from Samaveda samhita 1.139.
It is in gAyatrl Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally addressed

to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.
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DNTIT0 3630 eIBO 238338&) - | take refuge in the great asura Ketu
?,3003)?)75)50 R0 - heisa great shadow planet (1)

AV D) &)2,3\3) 20BES R3O - he wears a big charming crown

d)?}‘fﬁ d%@ C,Sdo - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes

NOR IO, é)éo A0 - happily mounted on a human being as seat
5$T5)§ 03030 RVRP - he is friends with the newly created planet(rahu)
e300 3@8%69 daé})s*ao - his vedic mantra commences 'ketuM kRRiNvan' (2)
3@)65 :3@ E%é’d)ﬁo - he is an angry person and he hails in the line ot

the sage Jaimini

3J®J§® &3%8@0 - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in Tamil)
B/0CED c;%a:, BD3BI0 - his flag is in the form of a triangle

RR®D 23903 213(38@0 - He holds a parousal to Guruguha

1D TRCR 3 Qﬁ’?ﬁdi)@o - he is very good to people who had risen above
the sense of good and bad

@58@@ FOONE FOTEO - his actions include causing eclipses

@@53 X 202390£953° - he moves in a retrograde direction among the
planets

Notes:

1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense, but are

just the imaginary points of intersection of the ecliptic and the moon's
orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing the ecliptic
from north to south) node is Ketu.

2) The ketu mantraruns as :

e3P g a3 dedeSe Bedoe hHades BB |

ﬁd))o—-’a&wdmod)@g I - Rigveda 1.6.3
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“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men, where form
was not, Wast born together with the dawn."

This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for Ketu

in later times.

3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic patterns),

and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one in each, for
the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not only for
their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the wealth

of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the Chaya
graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view that
these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his disciples.

}
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