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Encoded by Smt. K. Shankaran and

reencoded by Kirk Wortman kirkwort@hotmail.com

Proofread by Sunder Hattangadi sunderh@hotmail.com

and Kirk Wortman kirkwort@hotmail.com

% A note from Kirk Wortman

% This text should be 100% accurate now. | proofread it 3 times.

% And one of those proofreads used a method which, although time-consuming, is
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% almost infallible: | actually encoded all 700 shlokas myself and then used
% a comparison function in MS-Excel to compare my ITRANS with the original
% ITRANS (after conforming the codes to each other, e.g. making all "A"s into
% "A"s), line by line. The only mistakes this method would miss were those
% which both the original encoder and myself made - an occurrence which is
% extremely unlikely.

%

% | will also be posting this to Dale's website as soon as | get the time to

% format it.

%

% Here were my sources for the 700 main shlokas that | proofread:

%

% 1) 2 recordings of Vedic Pandits chanting the entire Devi Mahatmyam,

% recorded from the Maharishi Channel, one from October 1999 and the other
% from April 2002 (they always broadcast this during the fall and spring

% Navaratris, each day of the Navaratri) - there were 2 pandits chanting

% together on each tape

%

% 2) Shri Durga Saptashati, published by Gita Press, Gorakhpur

%

% 3) Devi Mahatmyam (Glory of the Divine Mother), Sri Ramakrishna Math,

% Madras, with English translation, first published 1953

%

%

% These sources were 99.9% identical with each other. Where there were

% differences, | resolved those differences in favor of the pandit recordings
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% in most cases. In a few cases, | resolved them in favor of the Gita Press

% book. The pandit recordings were absolutely mistake-free, which is not

% surprising, since these pandits probably chant this text every day and since

% they probably chant it mostly from memory. So, it was clear to me that the

% recordings were the most authoritative source out of the 3 sources | used.

% And it was clear that the Gita Press book was more authoritative than the

% Ramakrishna Math book; the latter had many more typos and unclear print than
% the former.

%

% The original encoder obviously used the Ramakrishna Math book as his/her source.
% This was clear not only from the fact that there were no differences

% between his ITRANS and book, but also from the fact that a substantial

% number of his mistakes were due to typos and unclear print that existed in

% the book itself.

Please send corrections to sanskrit@cheerful.com
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