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આિદયદય

{૥ આિદયદય ૥}

{Introduction}

Before we begin, let us bow to Aditya, the Sun

god, who bestows upon us all prosperity and who is capable of destroying

all our enemies.

Aditya hridyam is a hymn to the Sun god and forms part of the

canto 107 of the Valmiki ramayana. The setting is the battle field and

the fight between Ravana and Lord Rama has just been suspended. The

latter enters into a contemplative mood and is instructed by the sage

Agastya on the glory of Aditya, the Sun God.

The great acharya without any equal, Shankara acharya, established

the worship of five deities : Ganesha, Vishnu, Shakti, Shiva and Aditya.

The worship establishes the unique function of each deity while

remembering the unity between Them. The unity between all of us is

Brahman. Established in the space-time domain, the mind mistakes that the

sun rises and sets. In reality, the sun is ever-present. Similarly, we

mistake ourselves to be the body-mind complex and suffer, while in

reality, we are Satchitananda, one without a second. To become aware of

this Truth, one has to destroy all the enemies within (like kama, krodha,

lobha, mada etc.) and establish our minds at the lotus feet of the divine

at all times. And recitation of this hymn will accomplish this seemingly

impossible feat.
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Though this hymn is said to Rama, who appears to be in a state of

distress, Rama is well aware of His divinity. As Sita says,

'Know Rama to be the Supreme Brahman - the existence knowledge bliss

(Satchitananda) absolute, the one without a second. He is pure

consciousness devoid of all adjuncts, whom the senses can not perceive as

their object.'

But Rama behaved very much like a human to set an example to all of us

humans. By His grace, we have the teachings of Yoga Vasistha since Rama

pretended to be ignorant and asked questions to vasistha. Similarly, here

we obtain an hymn capable of destroying all our internal enemies and which

will bestow supreme felicity upon us, because Rama pretends to be

distressed. Rama's behaviour is also to set an example on how outwardly we

may act our roles and pretend to be happy or sad, while inwardly

understanding that the world is merely a mirage and the only reality is

the Self, Brahman.

૥ અથ આિદયદય ૥

તતો યુપિરાત ંસમરે િચતયા િથત ૤

રાવણ ંચાતો દૃવા યુાય સમપુિથત ૥ ૧૥

દવૈતૈ સમાગય ુમયાગતો રણ ૤

ઉપાગયાવીામમગયો ભગવાિષઃ ૥ ૨૥

Rama, exhausted and about to face Ravana ready for a fresh battle was lost
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deep in contemplation. The all knowing sage agastya who had joined the

gods to witness the battle spoke to Rama thus .. 1,2

રામ રામ મહાબાહો  ગુ ંસનાતન ૤

યને સવા નરીવસ સમરે િવજિયયિસ ૥ ૩૥

Oh Rama, mighty-armed Rama, listen to this eternal secret which will help

you destroy all your enemies in battle. 3

આિદયદય ંપુય ંસવશિુવનાશન ૤

જયાવહ ંજપિેયમય ંપરમ ંિશવ ૥ ૪૥

This holy hymn dedicated to the Sun deity will result in destroying all

enemies and bring you victory and never ending supreme bliss. 4

સવમલમાય ંસવપાપણાશન ૤

ચતાશોકશમન ંઆયવુધનમુમ ૥ ૫૥

This hymn is supreme and is a guarantee of complete prosperity and is the

destroyer of sin, anxiety, anguish and is the bestower of longevity. 5
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રિમમતં ંસમુત ંદવેાસરુનમત ૤

પજૂયવ િવવવત ંભાકરં ભવુનેર ૥ ૬૥

Worship the One, possessed of rays when he has completely risen, held in

reverence by the devas and asuras, and who is the Lord of the

universe by whose efflugence all else brighten. 6

સવદવેામકો ષે તજેવી રિમભાવનઃ ૤

એષ દવેાસરુગણલોકા પાિત ગભિતિભઃ ૥ ૭૥

He indeed represent the totality of all celestial beings. He is

self-luminous and sustains all with his rays. He nourishes and energizes

the inhabitants of all the worlds and the race of Devas and Asuras. 7

એષ ા ચ િવ િશવઃ કદઃ પિતઃ ૤

મહેો ધનદઃ કાલો યમઃ સોમો પાં પિતઃ ૥ ૮૥

He is Brahma, Vishnu, Shiva, Skands, Prajapati. He is also Mahendra,

kubera, kala, yama, soma and varuna. 8

િપતરો વસવઃ સાયા િનૌ મતો મનઃુ ૤

વાયવુિઃ ાણ ઋતકુતા  ભાકરઃ ૥ ૯૥
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He is the pitrs, vasus, sadhyas, aswini devas, maruts, manu, vayu, agni,

prana and, being the source of all energy and light, is the maker of all

the six seasons. 9

આિદયઃ સિવતા સયૂઃ ખગઃ પષૂા ગભિતમા ૤

સવુણસદૃશો ભાનુહરયરેતા િદવાકરઃ ૥ ૧૦૥ or ભાનુવરેતા

He is the son of Aditi, creator of the universe, inspirer of action,

transverser of the heavens. He is the sustainer, illumination of all

directions, the golden hued brilliance and is the maker of the day. 10

હિરદઃ સહાચઃ સતસતમરીિચમા ૤

િતિમરોમથનઃ શભંુવા માતા ડ અંશમુા ૥ ૧૧૥ or માતડ

He is the Omnipresent One who pervades all with countless rays. He is the

power behind the seven sense organs, the dispeller of darkness, bestower

of happiness and prosperity, the remover of misfortunes and is the infuser

of life. 11

િહરયગભઃ િશિશરતપનો ભાકરો રિવઃ ૤

અિગભઽિદતઃે પુઃ શઃ િશિશરનાશનઃ ૥ ૧૨૥
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He is the primordial BEing manifesting as the Trinity. He ushers in the

Day and is the teacher (of Hiranyagarbha), the fire-wombed, the son of

Aditi, and has a vast and supreme felicity. He is the remover of

intellectual dull-headedness. 12

યોમનાથતમોભદેી ઋયજુઃસામપારગઃ ૤

ઘનિરપાં િમો િવયવીથી લવમઃ ૥ ૧૩૥

He is the Lord of the firmament, dispeller of darkness. Master of all the

vedas, he is a friend of the waters and causes rain. HE has crossed the

vindya range and sports in the Brahma Nadi. 13

આતપી મડલી યઃુ િપલઃ સવતાપનઃ ૤

કિવવો મહાતેઃ રઃ સવભવોવઃ ૥ ૧૪૥

He, whose form is circular and is colored yellow, is intensely absorbed

and inflicts death. He is the destroyer of all and is the Omniscient one

being exceedingly energetic sustains the universe and all action. 14

નહતારાણામિધપો િવભાવનઃ ૤

તજેસામિપ તજેવી ાદશામમોઽત ુત ે૥ ૧૫૥
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He is the lord of stars, planets and all constellations. He is the origin

of everything in the universe and is the cause of the lustre of even the

brilliant ones. Salutations to Thee who is the One being manifest in the

twelve forms of the Sun. 15

નમઃ પવૂા ય િગરય ેપિમાયાય ેનમઃ ૤

યોિતગણાનાં પતય ેિદનાિધપતય ેનમઃ ૥ ૧૬૥

Salutations to the Eastern and western mountain, Salutations to the Lord

of the stellar bodies and the Lord of the Day. 16

જયાય જયભાય હયાય નમો નમઃ ૤

નમો નમઃ સહાંશો આિદયાય નમો નમઃ ૥ ૧૭૥

Salutations to the One who ordains victory and the prosperity that

follows. Salutations to the one possessed of yellow steeds and to the

thousand rayed Lord, and to Aditya. 17

નમ ઉાય વીરાય સારાય નમો નમઃ ૤

નમઃ પબોધાય માતા ડાય નમો નમઃ ૥ ૧૮૥ or માતડાય

Salutations to the Terrible one, the hero, the one that travels fast.
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Salutations to the one whose emergence makes the lotus blossom and to the

fierce and omnipotent one. 18

શેાનાયતુશેાય સયૂા યાિદયવચસ ે૤

ભાવત ેસવભાય રૌાય વપષેુ નમઃ ૥ ૧૯૥

Salutations to the Lord of Brahma, shiva and Achyuta, salutations to the

powerful and to the effulgence in the Sun that is both the illuminator and

devourer of all and is of a form that is fierce like Rudra. 19

તમોાય િહમાય શુાયાિમતામન ે૤

તાય દવેાય યોિતષાં  પતય ેનમઃ ૥ ૨૦૥

Salutations to he transcendental atman that dispels darkness, drives away

all fear, and destroys all foes. Salutations also to the annihilator of

the ungrateful and to the Lord of all the stellar bodies. 20

તતચામીકરાભાય વય ેિવકમણ ે૤ or હરય ેિવકમણે

નમતમોઽિભિનાય ચય ેલોકસાિણ ે૥ ૨૧૥

Salutations to the Lord shining like molten gold, to the transcendental

fire, the fire of supreme knowledge, the architect of the universe,
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destroyer of darkness and salutations again to the efflugence that is the

Cosmic witness. 21

નાશયયષે વ ૈભતૂ ંતદવે જિત ભઃુ ૤

પાયયષે તપયષે વષયષે ગભિતિભઃ ૥ ૨૨૥

Salutations to the Lord who destroys everything and creates them again.

Salutations to Him who by His rays consumes the waters, heats them up and

sends them down as rain. 22

એષ સુતષે ુગત ભતૂષે ુપિરિનિતઃ ૤

એષ એવાિહો ંચ ફલ ંચવૈાિહોિણા ૥ ૨૩૥

Salutations to the Lord who abides in the heart of all beings keeping

awake when they are asleep. He is both the sacrificial fire and the fruit

enjoyed by the worshippers. 23

વદેા તવવૈ તનૂાં ફલમવે ચ ૤

યાિન યાિન લોકષે ુસવ એષ રિવઃ ભઃુ ૥ ૨૪૥

The Sun is verily the Lord of all action in this universe. He is verily

the vedas, the sacrifices mentioned in them and the fruits obtained by
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performing the sacrifices. 24

૥ ફલ િુતઃ ૥

એનમાપસ ુછેષ ુકાતારેષ ુભયષે ુચ ૤

કીતય પુષઃ કિાવસીદિત રાઘવ ૥ ૨૫૥

Raghava, one who recites this hymn in times of danger, during an

affliction or when lost in the wilderness and having fear, he will not

lose heart (and become brave). 25

પજૂયવનૈમકેાો દવેદવે ંજગપિત ૤

એત િગિુણત ંજવા યુષે ુિવજિયયિસ ૥ ૨૬૥

Raghava, worship this Lord of all Gods and the Universe with one-pointed

devotion. Recite this hymn thrice and you will win this battle. 26

અિમણ ેમહાબાહો રાવણ ંવ ંવિધયિસ ૤

એવમુવા તદાઽગયો જગામ ચ યથાગત ૥ ૨૭૥

O mighty armed one, you shall truimph over Ravana this very moment.

Having spoken this, Agastya returned his original place. 27
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એતછવા મહાતે નશોકોઽભવદા ૤

ધારયામાસ સુીતો રાઘવઃ યતામવા ૥ ૨૮૥

Raghava became free from worry after hearing this. He was

greatly pleased and became brave and energetic. 28

આિદય ંેય જવા ત ુપરં હષમવાતવા ૤

િરાચય શિુચભૂવા ધનરુાદાય વીયવા ૥ ૨૯૥

Gazing at the sun with devotion, He recited this hymn

thrice and experienced bliss. Purifying Himself by sipping

water thrice, He took up His bow with His mighty arms. 29

રાવણ ંેય ામા યુાય સમપુાગમ ૤

સવ યને મહતા વધે તય તોઽભવ ૥ ૩૦૥

Seeing Ravana coming to fight, He put forth all his effort with a

determination to destroy Ravana. 30

અથ રિવરવદિરીય રામં

મિુદતમનાઃ પરમ ંયમાણઃ ૤

િનિશચરપિતસંય ંિવિદવા
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સરુગણમયગતો વચવરેિત ૥ ૩૧૥

Then knowing that the destruction of the lord of prowlers at night

(Ravana) was near, Aditya, who was at the center of the assembly of the

Gods, looked at Rama and exclaimed 'Hurry up' with great delight. 31

૥ ઇિત આિદયદય મં ૥

Aditya Hridayam is Sarga 105 in Yuddha Kanda of Valmiki

Ramayana (Gita Press, 1995, 4th edn.)

Encoded and translated by M. Giridhar
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