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ीपंचरन - वरदराजतवः

{॥ ीपंचरन - वरदराजतवः ॥}

॥ अथ वरदराजतवः ॥

ीदेवराजमिनशं िनगमातवें येवरं िविध-महे-िहतैक-लय।

नयाबुवाह-सषुमा-तनु-शोभमानं ीहत-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ १॥

पंकेहासन-कृतामल-वािजये वैतानके हुतभुिज वरया-ऽऽिवरासी ॥

मदमतािचत-मुखेन वपां दश यतं नाग-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ २॥

चडांशु-शीतिकरणाियत-नेयुमं पा-िनवास-रमणीय-भुजातरं त ।

आजानुबाहु-मुररीकृत-सतततंु मातग-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ ३॥

रन-काड-रिचतं लसदूव-पुं िबाण-मतक-िरपु-िय-िमवय ।

शंखं च च-मभयाक-गदे दधानं नागे-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ ४॥

नदामजं हलधरं दशकठ-कालं -िषं किल-िरपंु नरसह-वेष ।

कोलामकं कमठ-प-धरं च मयं वेतड-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ ५॥

VARADARAJA STOTRAM.

These five verses are in praise of Shri Varadaraja - the presiding deity
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of the temple in Vishnu Kanchi in Kanchipuram. The city of Kanchipuram,

also known as Kanchi, is an old historic city. It is mentioned in

Puranas and literature too. The Brahmanda Puranam compares the cities of

Kasi

and Kanchi to the two eyes of Lord Shiva that can confer Lord's blessings

on the devotee.

ने-यं महेशय काशी-काचीपुरय ।

िवखायातं वैणवं ें िशवसािनय-कारक ॥

The Purana also makes a mention about Kamakoti .

ीकामिगिर-पीठं साा ीपुरमयम ।

Shrimad Bhagavatam also talks about Kanchi city. कामकोिटपुर काच।

(BG-10-79-14).

Kanchi is known as the city of temples. There are numerous temples, but

the most famous ones are those of Varadaraja, Ekamreshwara and KamakShi.

Great devotees have lost themselves in the etherial beauty and qualities

of Varadaraja and composed many paeans about Him. Vaishnavite saints

known

as Alwars have visited Kanchi and sung verses in praise of His enchanting

form and qualities. The puranas say that the Creator Brahma himself came to

earth and worshipped the Lord by performing a great sacrifice. Airavata,

the divine elephant, is said to have worshipped Him and borne Him on his
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back. Today the temple of Shri Varadaraja is to be seen on a hillock in

the shape of a kneeling elephant. So, the hillock is called Hastigiri

(हतिगिर). Hasti means an elephant. Twenty four steps, representing

the twenty four letters of the Gayatri mantra lead to the temple on the

top of the mound. This signifies that the Lord is the true import of the

Gayatri mantra. The next important temple is that of Siva. He is seated

under a mango tree. So He is known as Ekamreshwara (एकाेवरः।). Amra

means a mango tree. There is a puranic story that says that Devi wanted

to demonstrate the power of devotion (bhakti) to the Lord. She came down

to the earth and worshipped Him under the mango tree. Near this temple is

that of KamakShi. Shri Shankaracharys had established a Shreechakra in the

temple. The records say that he spent his last days here and established

a math here. The Mookhapanchasati, a poem consisting of 500 verses sung

in praise of KamakShi is a famous work. The verses are soaked in devotion

and known for the literary merit. The temple is known as Kamakoti. There

are many temples of Shiva around Kanchi. A significant fact is that none

of these temples will have a shrine for Devi. KamakShi represents all of

them. So, one is advised to worship KamakShi at Kamakoti and get fulfilment.

पीटेवठादशाशु मिहतं कामकोट येथाः। The city is

mentioned as one of the seven cities where austerities performed will lead

to liberation. Thus it is renouned as a मोपुरी।

अयोया मथुरा माया काशी काची अवितका।
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पुरी ारवती चैव सतैता मोदायकाः ॥

Kanchi was also a seat of higher lesrning in Sanskrit studies during the

4th and 5th centuries AD. So it was known as घिटका थल । Ghatika

means a college where the vedas and the auxiliary sciences were taught in a

systematic manner. Records show that some princes from neighbouring states

studied here. Some princes from other states were also imported to teach

some subjects. For all these reasons the city's fame has lead to the saying

नगरीषु काची।- that Kanchi is the pearl among the cities.

Among the numerous poems in praise of Lord Varadaraja three in Sanskrit are

outstanding and popular. They are the Varadaraja stavam (having 102 verses)

of Sri Srivatsankhamisra (also known as Kuresha), a prime disciple of Shri

Ramanuja, Varadaraja panchashat (having 52 verses) of Shri Vedanta Deshika

and the Varadaraja stavam (having 105 verses) by Shri Appayya DikShita. They

are renowned for the profusion of devotion and literary merit. And they

are exegetic in their content. Shri Appayya DikShita has himself provided a

commentary in Sanskrit for his Varadaraja stavam. He quotes liberally from

various scriptures to substntiate his statements.

In the stotram given here one may notice that the first letter in these

five verses put together read as Sripancharatnam, (ीपचरन ।),

the name of the poem. The letter ी is used as an honorofic prefix to

deities (ी कृण), distinguished persons (ी यास) and great
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literary works (ी भगवीता) to indicate their glory. तवः

means a hymn or stotra. A stotra narrates the qualities. By chanting these

stotras regularly one can free himself from sorrows. Bhishma says this

in his introduction to Vishnusahasranamam. लोकायं तुविनयं

सवदुःखाितगो भवे।. Since the stotras are so potent they deserve the

honorofic prefix ी Shri. The verses are given with the meaning. The

meaning is not exact, but general enough to make one understand the purport.

The following abbreviationa are used in the comments.

1- VS - Vishnusahasranama with the commentary of Shri Sankaracharya.

2 - BG - Srimad Bhagavad Gita with the commentary of Shri Sankaracharya.

3 - BH - Srimad Bhagavatam.

ीदेवराजमिनशं िनगमातवें येवरं िविध-महे-िहतैक-लय ।

नयाबुवाह-सषुमा-तनु-शोभमानं ीहतशैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ १।

ीहतशैलसदन = having Hastigiri as residence; िनगमातवे

= One who can be known with the help of the upanishads, the end portion

of the vedas; येवर = One who is the Lord of sacrifices;

िविधमहेिहतैकलय One who has the welfare of gods such as

Brahma and Indra prominantly in His mind; नयाबुवाहसषुमातनु-

शोभमान = having a shining body resesembling fresh water bearing cloud;

ीदेवराजं वरद = Shri Varadaraja also known as Shri Devaraja;
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अिनश = always; पे = I surrender.

Meaning: I always surrender to Shri Varadaraja also known as Shri Devaraja,

who has Hastigiri as His residence, who may be known with the help of the

upanishads, One who is the Lord of sacrifices, One who has the welfare of

gods such as Brahma and Indra prominently

in His mind and Who has a body shining like a new water bearing cloud.

COMMENTS: िनगमात-वे = One who can be known with the help of the

upanishads, the end portion of the vedas. The Lord cannot be known with

the equipments like sense organs that we have or the instruments like the

microscope that extend the power of the organs. This is because of the fact

that He is behind the organs. For example it is with His blessings that the

eyes see, the ears hear etc. The Kena Upanishad says this clearly.

ोय ों मनसो मनो य वाचो ह वाचं स उ ाणय ाणः।

चुषचुःरितमुय धीराः ेयामालोकादमृता भवित ॥ २॥

One has necessarily to depend on the vedas to know about Him.

Shri Krishna says this clearly वेदैच सव-रहमेव वेः

वेदातकृ ॥ BG(15-15). He says that He is to be known by alll

vedas. He is the author of the vedas too. He has, out of immense mercy,

made them available to us to enable us to reach Him. येवर
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= One who is the Lord of sacrifices This is said as यपितः,

यानां पाता, वामी वा यपितः, अहं िह सवयानां भोता

भुरेव च। (गीता ९।२४) इित भगवचना। "I am the Enjoyer,

as also the Lord of all sacrifices". says BG(9-24). Also हुतभु

= समतदेवतोेशेन वृेविप कमस ुहुतं भुते इित

हुतभु। = He is the One who accepts the oblations offered in sacrifices

which may be meant for any deity. VS(871). देवराजं = He is foremost

among the celestials. He also rules over and protects them, including Indra.

देवेशः- ाधायेन देवानामीशो देवेशः। देवा िबभतित देवभृ

शः, तयािप शािसतेित देवभृ।VS(492,493) ..

वरदः = अिभमतावराददातीित, वरं गां दिणां ददाित

यजमानपेणेित वा वरदः, "गौव वरः" इित ुतेः। = giver

of boons. Also means the one who, as the one who performs sacrifices,

offers gifts. VS(330).

नयाबुवाह-सषुमातनु-शोभमान = having a shining body resesembling

fresh water bearing cloud. Why, one may ask, is His body having the colour

of the water bearing cloud? Shri Appayya Dixitar gives an ingenious reason

in his Shri Varadaraja stavam. (27).He says that the cloud is white. But

when it is laden with water it turns black. So also, Shri Varadaraja,

because of His sattvic nature (सवगुण) is really white- the colour

of the moon as is said in the popular verse शुलांबरधरं िवणंु
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शिशवण चतुभुज। Sattva guna is represented by white colour. But

He is charged with (the water of) compassion and because of this He appears

to have a dark complexion.

युयागमेन च भवाशिशवण एव

िनकृटसवगुणमािववतमूतः।

धे कृपाबु भरतवषमैनीली

शुोऽिप साबुरिसतः खलु यतेऽदः ॥

पंकेहासन-कृतामल-वािजये वैतानके हुतभुिज वरयाऽऽिवरासी ॥

मदमतािचत-मुखेन वपां दश यतं नागशैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ २।

ीनागशैल-सदन = The Lord who has His residence in Hastigiri;

पंकेहासन-कृतामल-वािजये = in the sacred Aswameda

yagna performed by Brahma; वैतानके हुतभुिज = in the sacrificial

fire; वरया = in a hurry - in order to bless the devotee;

मदमतािचत-मुखेन वपां दश = with a smiling face and

biting the oblation offered in the sacrifice; आिवरासी = appeared;

तं वरद = that Shri Varada; पे = I surrender.

Meaning: I surrender to that Shri Varada who resides in Hastigiri and who

appeared in haste with a smile and biting the sacrificial oblation in the

sacred Aswamedha sacrifice performed by Brahma.
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COMMENTS; मदमतािचत-मुखेन वपां दश = with a smiling face

and biting the oblation offered in the sacrifice; Here, दश literally

means biting. It should not be taken in this sense. As a parallel we may cite

the following popular verse -BG(9-26); पं पुपं फलं तोयं यो

मे भया यछित। तदहं भयुपतं अनािम यतामनः ॥

In the second line the word अनािम literally means "I eat." Shri

Shankaracharya takes the word to mean गृणािम - that is, I accept

with pleasure. The same meaning should be applied to the word दश -

"biting" said above.

चडांशु-शीतिकरणाियत-नेयुमं पा-िनवास-रमणीय-भुजातरं त ।

आजानुबाहु-मुररीकृत-सतततंु मातग-शैल-सदनं वरदं पे ॥ ३॥

मातग-शैल-सदन = The Lord who has His residence in Hastigiri;

चडांशु-शीतिकरणाियत-नेयुम = who has the sun and the

moon as His two eyes; पा-िनवास-रमणीय-भुजातर = who has a

chest made beautiful by Shri Laxmi Devi residing there; आजानु-बाहु =

who has long arma that reach upto the knees; उररीकृत-सतततु

= who accepted the sacrifice offered by Brahma; तं वरद that Lord

Varada; पे = to Him I surrender.

Meaning: I surrender to the Lord Varada who has His residence in Hastigiri,

who has for His eyes the sun and the moon, whose chest is made beautiful by
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Shri Laxmi Devi's residence, whose long arms reach upto His knees and who

gracefully accepted the Aswameda sacrifice offered by Brahma.

COMMENTS; पा-िनवास-रमणीय-भुजातर = who has a chest made

beautiful by Shri Laxmi Devi residing there; Sri Vedanta Desika puts

this beautifully in his Sri stuti (1) as वः पीठ मधुिवजियनो

भूषयत वकाया। = Shri Devi adorns the throne of the chest of

Shri Vishnu by Her radiance.

रनकाडरिचतं लसदूवपुं िबाणमतकिरपुियिमवय ।

शंखं च चमभयाकगदे दधानं नागेशैलसदनं वरदं पे ॥ ४॥

नागे शैल-सदन = The Lord who has His residence in Hastigiri;

अतक-िरपु-िय-िमवय = who is very dear to Lord Shiva -

the enemy of Yama; रनकाडरिचतं लसदूवपुं िबाण

= who wears a mark made of precious diamonds on His forehead; शंकं

चं अभयाक-गदे च दधान = who is holding the conch, discus,

the mudra that assures protection; वरद = that Varada; पे

= I surrender.

Meaning ; I surrender to the Lord Varada who resides in Hastagiri, who is very

dear to Lord Shiva, who wears a mark made of precious diamonds on His

forehead

and holds the conch, discus and a mudra that assures freedom from fear.

COMMENTS; He assures freedom from fear. So He has the name
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भयकृ = भतानं भयं कृतित कृणोतीित भयकृ। VS(833).

नदामजं हलधरं दशकठकालं िषं बिलिरपंु नरसहवेष ।

कोलामकं कमठपधरं च मयं वेतडशैलसदनं वरदं पे ॥ ५॥

वेतड-शैल-सदन = The Lord who has His residence in Hastigiri;

मयं, कमठ-प-धरं, कोलामकं, नरिस-वेषं,

बिलिरपंु, िषं, दशकठ-कालं, हल-धरं,

नदामज = who incarnated as Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana,

Parasurama, Rama, Balarama and Krishna for the benefit of all; वरद

= that Varada; पे = I surrender.

Meaning; I surrender to the Lord Varada who resides in Hastigiri and who

incarnated as Matsya, Kurma, Varaha, Narasimha, Vamana, Parasurama, Rama,

Balarama and Krishna for the benefit of all.

COMMENTS; The Loord incarnated Himself from time to time for the welfare

of all. So He has the name अनेकमूतः = अवतारेषु

वेछया लोकानामुपकािरणीबवीमूतभजत इित अनेकमूतः।(VS 721).

The Lord is called in these verses as Varada. But He is better known as

Varadaraja - the king or foremost among those who grant boons; firstly,

because He grants them in great abundance. Sri Vedana Desika alludes to the

episode of Kuchela, and says that the poor Kuchela could give Krishna only

a handful of flattened rice and in return the Lord made him rich as Kubera

- the god of wealth. He asks that when such a generous Lord is available,
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why should I go after anyone else? I am determined to worship Him alone.

देवं सेिवतुमेव िनचनुमहे योऽसौ दयालुः पुरा

धानामुठमुचे कुचेलमुनये दे म िवेशता ।

The reason why one should not serve or worship any other deity is given

by Shri Krishna . People and various gods are not permanent. So, whatever

favours or riches they give cannot also be permanent. They will be ephemeral

only. But the Lord is unlike anyone else. He alone is eternal and can

confer boons that give benefits that last for ever. अतवतु फलं

तेषां तवयपमेधसा। देवादेवयजो याित मता याित

मामिप। BG(7-23). Note that Shri Krishna calls those who worship other

gods as dullards, because the amount of exertion to be put in the case of

both kinds of worship is the same. Still people go after other deities or

kings and are bound to get finite results only.

The devotee Kuashekara puts across this idea forcefullyin his poem

Mukundamala. He says that the Lord is praised as the Supreme Being by the

vedas. He is the Lord of the three worlds. He can be easily worshipped without

much effort in the mind. He is so munificent that He will give up even His

position to His devotee. But, sadly enough we do not take to worshipping Him.

Instead we stand at the door steps of kings who rule over few villages and

who can confer petty favours only. He asks what kind of wretched creatures

are we who do so?
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नाथे नः पुषोमे िजगतामेकािधपे चेतसा

सेये वय पदय दातिर सरेु नारायणे ितटित।

यं किचपुषाधमं कितपय-ामेशमपाथदं

सेवायै मृगयामहे नरमहो! मूढा वराका वय ॥

Please note the statement that He will give up even His position to His

devotee. This idea is said in Srimad Bhagavatam also.

मरतः पादकमलं आमानमिप यछित। BH(10-80-11). This says that

He will give even Himself to His devotee.

These verses briefly describe the beauty and glory of ShrI Varadaraja that

are really beyond conceptualisation. Great devotees have asked that when

such a bewitching form of the glorious Lord is available for one to feast

his eyes on, what else one can desire? For example, Shri Vedanta Desika

declares in his Varadaraja panchasat (49) that besides daily worshipping

and savouring the entransing beauty of Shri Varadaraja here in Kanchipuram,

he indeed has no desire to go to even Vaikunta - the abode of the Lord.

िनरतरं िनवशतवदीयं

अपृट िचतापदमािभय ।

सयं शपे वारण शैलनाथ

वैकुठ वासोऽिप न मेऽिभलाषः ॥
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Shri Appayya dikShita also says so in his Varadaraja stava. (7). He says

that an intelligent person who gets delight here in Kanchipuram by looking

at the wonderful form of Shri Varadaraja will have no desire to go to any

higher worlds including Vaikunta.

अयां भवतमिभतः थतदुधिसधौ

मये यीमयमहारिवमडलय।

पयनधःकृतचतुमुखिवटपायां

धामयेऽिप कुतुकं िवजहाित िवा ॥

This sentiment is in tune with what the Lord, incarnate as Kapila,

told His mother Devahuti in His advice. (BH 3-29-13)

सालोय-साट-सामीय-सायैकव-मयुत।

दीयमानं न गृणित िवना मसेवनं जनाः॥

True devotes do not accept, even when offered, any of the five forms

of liberation. They only want an opportunity to render service to Me.

.. OM tatsat..

Encoded, proofread, and commentary by
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