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SIIGANGS SwaNCe CSTifarR-fersee
1o SHTIFF MToq-STSL A
CSTI-SU TR (T -FRATSIC

o

IS -2 -2 Of -3 Ro I |l

TS - Oh Sun God!
TNTRY (O - salutations to you!
5|Wd - (you are) of pleasing appearance

RIS - O consort of Chaya devil

<1=1&|/<|31ﬂ‘11\21<h - you are the embodiment of The Primal Cause
and all Effects (1)

G99 IIXIP - you illuminate the whole world

fs1em AreI7fEr9ITS - you are the Lord of the zodiacal sign Leo
Wﬁﬂﬁ - learned men salute you

(OGO 8"%(2\5 - you display spectacular brightness (2)

ST Fetn FITE - provider of good health and other benefits
ST 9 - you have affinity to the lotus

fra - you are a friend

YOIl - O Surya

BB - of a thousand rays

ﬁ?‘ﬁﬁi - father of Karna
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FIATRL - remover of evil and sinful deeds

PHICAT - you are verily like Fire

B3PS (NIfTS - propitiated by Guruguha

O - innately effulgent

Wﬁ:ﬁ - worshipped by seers

ﬂﬂ_ﬂm’ - you are the jewel of daytime

G o7 fareprsyeet - you are the leader of Chandra and
other planets

DS - great men salute you

¥ IS - you are witness to all actions in the world (3)
frareg TPy FfA - your chariot is drawn by seven
fine horses (4)

Cﬂﬁ?@@‘fw - you are identified with your core
mantra of eight syllables (5)

Gl TR - your body shines in golden hue
GIFe 5T A - you are identified with Brahma,

Vishnu and Shiva (6)

\gl(ih >i|(§?= RS9 - you are dispenser of worldly gifts

as well as salvation.

Notes :

1 KaraNam is the Primal Cause, Mulaprakriti; everything born out of

it in succession is Karyam. The Supreme is both karanam and karyam.
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GQ%’%T | w(;ﬁaiﬂmﬁ% | says Taittirlya UpaniShad.
2 (BTSN (GO - Ramayana 6.107.15

3 IAC CETTFIBFC says Agastya, in Ramayana 6.107.21
4 The seven vedic metres - gayatrl, uShNik, anushTup, brihatl, pangtl,

triShTup, jagatl - are the seven horses for the Sun's chariot

Tq RURHIFINIAE TP Ierol I7B (rRwIMory |
--Shrimadbhagavatam 5.21.15

5 Surya's bija mantra consists of eight syllables. The mantra is qﬁ*g
FN/@TFWI 3¥ | “The Supreme OM, the giver of brilliance, the impeller of
the universe, and the First Cause"

6 IRT- - FHI-FAs-7mTe

I AUl WIRJY says the dhyAna sloka of Sun God.

%R b&s

{LSMETIS R bWe)

I} - WAL OleT- FoXGIfS N6T

BEIR OO NI SY-T -S|

BT M- (TP AT NGB

BN C N ENIBRICER
BfWRT-SCRRR TYIFIAL DI |
WS- -ToFee Frofege

POGGR TMA-BaL FHATFR
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(TSH G R -G
o Pt fvorar-ga
SRR STTeARSH AT AT TR

R R AR R E R R RN G

S
<P‘5<I7°’1(.<1Rjﬂ QISIN?UH"(W‘{

TEFGI 2 IR NATBIEDIN I

b&¥N ©\G - Pray to Chandra,
N9 - O mind!
’5”21 2y ’511?‘1” - he is as pure as the mind of the

virtuous persons

RIIM (ETIF TGS SIE=I2 - He is the consort of Tara (1) and
is praised by Indra and other gods

3*'1‘{ - he is soothingly pleasant

CYIO*T BeTI4dR - wearer of the sixteen digits

f*N<Fa2 - the maker of the night

3(\

[Tl ACRMLR - brother of Goddess LakShmi
S]TPRIR - he makes the herbs ooze nectar (2)
ﬁr\%rrz{ - always (worship Chandra).

“fepg (Nafo [AGFR - he adorns Shiva's crown

s B2 - his rays are pleasantly cool
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5\3\5}@‘{ - he has four hands
19 Bar - (he serves as) umbrella for Manmatha, the God
of Love (3)

(ASHHX FUFL - he is the (left) eye of Vishnu (4)

Tilmlﬁ\\m‘ﬂ G 99R - he was born of the heart of VirAt puruSha (5)
1%%[‘{ - deva-s specially drink him (6)

Y W@ - is friendly to the lily,

ffsg BPBR &Y - is a face of Subrahmanya, who is the
preceptor of Brahma

XIXTSRPR - he is bearing hare-like marks (7)

sTresifs XY R-71ar - he received first a curse, and

then a boon, from DakSha prajapati (8)

199 6T 4T BT sMA2 - his body shines as

white as the autumn moon (9)

PP (PYF TN NPOIM 412 - he is bedecked with armband,
bracelet, necklace and diadem

s f992 he is inimical to the lotus

mf‘ﬁﬁzmww - he is adept in pleasing RohiNI (10)

Notes:

1 Tara is Brihaspati's wife. She fell in love with Chandra and lived
with him for some time.

2 Moon is called Soma. Soma is the divine plant whose juice, also called
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Soma, was the drink of the celestials, This led to regard Chandra as
the guardian of all beneficial plants. Shri Krishna says in the Gita:

S[FIRT COTEle S7fe CSTINT &gl I5719[e | Bhagavad Gita

15.13 'l assume the form of Chandra, and sustain all vegetation"

3 Nights are dear to lovers, so Chandra is regarded as helper to the

God of Love

4 Vishnu sahasranama stotram goes further to assert that Chandra is a
manifestation of VishNu himself. Compare the names chandrAMshuH (281),
shashabinduH (283) and somaH (503) there.

5 At the time of Creation, Chandra was born from the heart of the

Primal Cause. b&NT ¥9CHT Gils - PuruShasUkta.

6 [RICETeTel §U QTR 518 - STNACIH INATISTT, H-9-59

7 The visible blemish in the whiteness of the moon's disk is referred

to by poets as a hare

8 glShpati or glrpati literally means a learned person. Here the

reference is to DakSha prajapati, whom Lord Narayana Himself addressed
once as Brahman -Learned one. (ShrimadbhAgavatam, 6-4-46) DakSha
gave twentyseven of his daughters in marriage to Chandra. Chandra was
inordinately fond of only one of them, RohiNi. On a complaint from the
neglected wives, DakSha cursed Chandra to lose all his sixteen digits.

Later pacified, DakSha allowed him to gradually lose, and then gain,
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his lustre in the span of a month, every month.

THATANS CHIRANGTIIS] TR |

{8 ASTMT B2 (TN Bl (o100 H s |

- ShrimadbhAgavatam 6-6-24
9 The poet compares the whiteness of Chandra to itself!
10 RohiNI is Chandra's favourite among the 27 wives who are the

constellations (nakShatra-s) Ashvinl, Bharanl, krittikA, etc.

%\ A <P3

{LSCERTS O S 1<bke}

15 5[0 ©fet- boxrefo e

R IEERERI BN ECIO B DR RAER
TSI IR GNP I IR |
JIRFEIFpRrTistfion

TSI TSR AT eTLR

FHBCOR PYTRAOR N BOIIIYTDOR

WOO'«RN?(NH\EQ“T‘{ NQ’CQ]Q\%’W\' |

[ eI anl

B BB B SO IR O RIS IOR IG:

AN TOPITPL TSAAR

O EER TN [ICICT S EIC IR GA TN
ISHEIER SR EAR I DREMIEN
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S TPHSFINA OIS P AL

Z el el enl
GIYEEHa bogeioiHaY |

WITHL AT S52 - | take refuge in Kuja (1)

JIKR TN - again and again

ke wnfas oF e - he s very valuable (helpful) to those who
approach him

¥ JIKR - he presides over Tuesday

Q&IW‘{ - he is the son of Mother Earth (2)
OHIIII?R - he resembles a golden pot

(WY 5 TTGIRSS - he presides over the zodiacal
signs Aries and Scorpio (3)

ISR - his body is red in colour

To=AM 42 - he wears a red cloth, and the like
xﬂ”@ﬁ?{ 4R - he holds a mace and a trident
TSHIBCR - is auspicious

PF 5TdCR - has a handsome neck

N B3 OJ MYTBCR - his two feet are quite charming
TSYad UIYPR - bestower of auspiciousness

(V¥ OI®R - he rides a goat

W@\g?ﬁﬂ - Makara (Capricornus) is his exalted house (uchcha).
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M9 5[] SIf®e - he is worshipped by devas (gods) and asuras

(demons) alike

o

7 =16 [Refsre T2 - he sports a charming smile

S ERIRL graces (devotees) with real estate

1Y FIIPR - he promotes good brotherhood

93 (44R - has red eyes

AT T - protector of the afflicted

V[IQ\(:W??IWQF (% ar - he is worshipped in the town
Vaithlsvarankoil (4)

NI SFSR FE AR A2 - recipient of

grace and blessings of the vast assemblage of gods as well
as guruguha

@HW oF a2 - heis friendly to Sun, Moon and Jupiter
OIS S{PadAR - has a charming wife

W’Q‘Sfﬁ‘{ - appears cute with hands resting on his knees

5\9\§®‘{ - he has four arms

=S

afs 3 Bxﬂi{ - he is quite fantastic.

Notes:

1 he is called a~NgAraka or simply a~NgAra because he looks like a heap
of lighted charcoal.

2 He was born out of a drop of sweat from Shiva in meditation which

fell on the earth. Mother Earth nurtured it to become a graha. So he
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has come to be known as her son Bhauma, or Kuja

3 Mantreshvara indicates the presiding planets for the 12 signs:

(O ST G SHTG IS

N (IS0 BN Dot (IRa gy 1| phaladipika 1.6

4 An ancient town near Sirkali in TamilNadu, India

%8 I«

{LAMOERDST 8 48}

05— TOPIE ©feT- Narenfo st

SRRIERIIBRSICI

SRR FHOITTO |
LA O G or
NYRP OIS NRATISTHH |
FEEASTHY 52 BP BRI AIPTR
FOATAL NA-NPE-R - (P YR-
SN IR E R R DIRICH IR R

IATTLAR F[BIPL TR

o

fFspgoNres [aEymaze

[and (e
TSROSO AUV ||
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4R WTEIN ToeR - | take refuge in Budha always
Sd %lﬂo‘{ - he is lauded by the devas
b3 SOIJT 5O - he is the offspring of Chandra and Tara

J9 GriTe (AfT®2 - he is understood by learned men

Q{mg I - is appreciated by great scholars (1)
Wﬂ?f?ﬁﬁﬁf R - bestower of fine poetical talents
ﬂﬁifm - his accomplishments are praiseworthy
WW@%‘{ - his saffron-coloured form is splendid
@2}3@5{'{@@%‘{ - whose form delights Guruguha

T (A2 - is inimical to Kuja

N TPB T (YL IS0 49912 - he is adorned with

a crown, necklace, armband and bracelet made of gems
Wﬁr% FANTER - he presides over the lovely
zodiacal signs Gemini and Virgo

8P PN - he has a book in his hands

J9STPR - he is genderless (2)

WWWN@E‘{ - highly respected by the servant class

S g ‘3\9‘{ - he is blemishless

ST ACIC A BTG very helpful to the devotees of Shiva (3)

NICRG bil(i\%l\ - ever revelling in bliss.
Notes:

1) budha literallly means a learned person
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2) Ketu, Budha and Shanaishchara are genderless.

FIT (PO-JYIPCE, says phaladipikA, 2.27

3) The Tamil saint jnAnasaMbandha asserts in kOLarupadigam that
devotees of Shiva have nothing to fear from the navagrahas.

For, towards such devotees, these graha-s not only refrain from
exerting evil influence, or just remain neutral, but are

positively helpful.

%@ JT T8

(LSET ¢ J7=fo

1T~ BT et - foxrenfs fas[p

JRIS SIATATS TGS AHIRY (S |
NI ! NS QL AN TS
R ATS-PHro Meim-Rye-§iwes |

SIABTYIY IQNT BOTH Groo-aV-S]

Gm-3fore W@y Fo-Tre Ao Gq-Fgo ]
FR-SP S-S Aa-FIIP -0

A5 -ITP- TR - 7T Fs7e!

YISy Fifowcd Ma9epy [Rre-otd

BEE BINACEEEaC) (A BRI N el
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JR™ICS OIS - O Brihaspati, the consort of Tara

JRI GO - born of Brahma

JOIRF (O - | salute you.

N34T - you have great strength

fqter - O master

TS - Lord of speech and writing

W@gﬂjﬁﬂ@ﬁ% - you preside over the lovely zodiacal
signs Sagittarius and Pisces

Wﬁ@ﬂﬁ@m - you are venerated by Indra and others
W%Tﬁﬁﬂ@ NS - your intellect has been praised by
Vishnu and others (1)

’i{ﬁTETXfEW/— the best preceptor of the gods

J9 44 - you hold a mace in your hand

Y %9 - you are endowed with auspicious features

Gi51S Q¥ BT - you are a Teacher for all three worlds

Gl IfGTS - you are ever young

OILE 1Y - you never become angry

<$b Gi4<b - you are the father of Kacha

IS G FFSET - you are verily the kalpaka tree for all who
approach you

I BP BT TS - you have been appreciated by Shiva

and Guruguha
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‘jaﬁiiﬁ <$ - you promote good offspring

R T - you are a friend for all poor people

191 5gITK I F<AwT - you are the embodiment of the four

stages of speech starting with parA (2)

PP - you illuminate people's intellect

wIfST4T - you are full of compassion

BRIERIR you are never afflicted by any illness

s I - you are the author of a Treatise on righteous Conduct(3)
ﬁﬂ'\?li”fw - you cannot be controlled

e ©d - you are the saviour of all living beings

ﬁ?ﬂ’@%“ﬂ“‘i - you are pure

9J9 (Ot - you enjoy yourself in the world

frgeny - you are whole

V3T &MIta - you are a great provider

Notes:

1) Shri KriShNa says in the Gita:

SCIILSTIR & Y2472 512 i sAvef gR=oifo 1 V0.3 8

“Know thou that among the great preceptors, | am Brihaspati"

2) the generation of speech (VAK) consists of four stages, parA,
pashyantl, madhyamA, and vaikharl. parA is the dormant stage in the
mUIAdhAra. When this kArana bindu rises to the level of the navel

it becomes KArya bindu. This stage is pashyantl The next stage is
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madhyamA, when it further rises to the level of the heart where it

acquires discriminatory content and is more oscillatory. When finallly

it emerges from the throat /mouth and becomes audible sound, capable of
representation by alphabets, we have the vaikharl. According to Rig Veda,
people are ignorant of these four parts and think that only the fourth

part is speech:

s Isifafer smif oift Reafmrer or sqifyes |
BRI Qiff [fReT (Fesuiy TN 0! N7 S 11).518.8¢ |

We can also recall here nAma-s 366-371 of LalitA sahasranAma

T SFSTIFESIRA XTI ARG | TYTHT CLIIRAT

3) Internal evidence for the existence of such a Niti ShAstra is found
in a reference made by the third century poet Parimelazagar, in his

commentary of the Tamil classic Tirukkural.

%Y Y
{LAMOETI Y S}

Jls- *1gR OeT- A4sTTfe ap

TP BTN TI0R sTpeTogesy |
(T B -

NG JTOAI-
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=1 CrorfRTo T

(FUPOICF P [PIBLIRL TR |
BRI NS c IR RO ERVESEN
IR FOA-PIIPL A-ITGI-SP -0

A RTINS -5

JCPT-A5-FCH -] -(PH - AT
a2 -y eI - Nfaaree= -

CNFIR¥T-ITS TN -PITRR IR LB |

Mo G732 DTN T36L - | always meditate

upon Shri Shukra BhagavAn

HPeT OG- he is the repository of all Truths (1)

(R B&Y5J9 - O Lord Shukra |

NI AW ATeTY - please protect me now

@@ﬂ“?ﬁﬁ— you preside over the zodiacal signs Rishabha
(Taurus) and TulA (Libra)

o7 fRTSIImT - you are the preceptor of the asuras
(T FOIF-AF-(TAR - By the grace of Mahavishnu, you
have one eye left (2)

30 472 - you wear a crown

gJd ‘511\512{ - your body is white in colour
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faRIfe 9RTT-BUr=T-f@I41 - your share in the udu

dashA system (3) is twenty years

D (g you have beneficial ashta varga

IR - you are a great poet (4)

Pda PIFMR - you promote happy matrimony

IR TsmawE-cafaare - you are inimical to the Sun and the
ever-young Brihaspati

I CRIAT Ca@ranfun JearfeN ST TN - at the time you

are in the parts (varga) of the orbit known to be your navamsa

hora, drekkANa, and vargottama (5)

& T A6 RCFA 9T YATAPIC - and in

exalted and depressed positions, own house, pivotal and
mulatrikona positions (6)

faeeemt FoTR4T QIR SfTSTeR Caffo[FiR -

and if they belong to the groups of parts known as trimshamsa,
shahtyamsa, etc (7)

NG (15 PIFPR - you promote conditions for kingship (to
the person)(8)

Jrerdny - you bestow kingship.

BPBR YN - you give great happiness to Guruguha.
Notes:

1) Like Brihaspati, Sukra is also a highly learned person. He and
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Brihaspati were disciples of the sage angirA who is the latter's

father. The kacha-devayani episode in Mahabharata revolves around the
mrita-sanjivini mantra that Sukra knew but Brihapati did not!

2) The reference here is to the Vamana avatara- Mahabali episode.

3) Humans, from birth to death, are under the influence of the planets in
varying intensity. In the Ududasha system, the major periods (in years) of
influence are: Surya-6, Chandra-10, Kuja-7, Rahu-18, Brihaspati-16,
Shani-19, Budha-17, Ketu-7 and Shukra-20.

4) He is the celestial kavi. Later Valmiki became the Adikavi in

the world. Shri Krishna pays the highest compliment to Sukra when

he declares that among the foremost poets, He was verily Shukra

SIMPHAT B8 1| ( Bhagavad Gita-10.37)

5) From hereon DikShita launches into jyotiSha shAstra. Popular
belief ascribes to Sukra the ability to bestow outstanding
prosperity. (Sukra dasha). DikShita enumerates circumstances
when Shukra bestows unlimited benefits. These technical terms are
explained in treatises on Hindu Astrology, like in Prithuyashas'
HorasAra and Mantreshvara's PhaladlpikA. The ecliptic is divided
into 12 equal parts called Rasi-s, the first part, starting from

the First Point of Aries being Mesha. The Rasis are subdivided into

equal parts, called amsa-s, in several ways, each way being called a
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varga. If divided into two, we have two hora-s: if subdivided into
three parts, each is a drekkana. Navamsa is obtained by dividing a
Rasi into 9 equal parts, Trimshamsa 30 parts (subgrouped into 5, 5,
8, 7, and 5 degrees in one of forward or reverse order), shashtyamsa,
60 parts. Other modes of division are also possible. Saptamsa,
dashamsa, dvadashamsa, and Shodashamsa arise when dividing the rasi
into 7,10, 12, and 16 parts. And so ons.

And there are rules to identify the Lords of these parts. If a

navamsa bears the same name as that of the Rasi from which it arose,
it is called a vargottama.

6) For purposes of fine-tuning predictions, some special parts of
these Rasi/amsa-s are named as Vakra, Uchcha, Nicha, SvakShetra,
Varakendra and Mulatrikona for individual planets. For example,

for Shukra, Uchcha in MlIna, Nicha is Kanya, SvakShetra is Tula 6
deg to 30 deg, and Mulatrikona is Tula O deg to 5 deg.

7) It is possible that a planet is in more than one varga.

Parijatamsha is attained when the planet obtains 2 varga-s;
Gopuramsha, with four varga-s; Airavatamsha with nine varga-s,

and so on.

8) Enumerating the various planetary positions for Rajayoga forms
an important chapter in every work on astrology. For example,

Phalaladipika (7-15) says: If Shukra and Guru are in Mina, Shani
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in uchcha, Kuja aspects Chandra, and Lagna and Surya are in Mesha,

the person will be King owning a vast army...."

%9, A5

{LSMGETS 4 #T=5<s)

15— TRPeAR LI fet- Naerfs v

g -oer AT e T2 DIy |

G-I [ANA-GAI1R PR SN -FeTe

G- -AT-90-Bf SO SR T-BO-FeTT |
IIETET-F I -T&-(MR2 FIT-STRIMLL PIF-IRL
TeTRBF A IO TIeT-TG-GFNeTEROR
NIfAN-To: SPBT- Mo NII-FB-IH- F1R foet-
CooT- e nr-spar-sTrsiae e

AT AT NI TG i -Fem-FHETR

PIA-HP-COn-Ha-OI 2 FIFTE-BI T -CH -5 |

SECIORATIRY 9[aR - | meditate constantly on

*ee5ae e OYGR - Shri Shanlshvara, the son of Surya (1)
\921!’3 feet fT9-S12 —In those who are immersed in the
ocean of worldly life

OISR - he strikes terror
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e PJ PR - (and) dispenses terrible consequences

GBI FOI N 99 GheToNR - (on the other hand,)

on those devotees of Lord Shiva who are blessed by His grace
ST BG PeTu¥ - he bestows exceptionally good things
JIeTIEF IS T (M2 - he is sparkling dark in colour, like

the eye liner pigment

JPITHACRMLAR - he is brother of Yama, the lord of Death (2)
PIRAIBR - he rides a crow (3)

TGP - F[>I-NIeT-J@2 - he wears a blue dress and a garland
of blue flowers

%—@—@Wi - and is decorated with ornaments made
of blue gemstones

W—ﬂ@‘{ - He is worshipped by mAlinl (4)

@@@’Q'—E{ﬁﬂ_\o‘{ - he gives pleasure to Guruguha
W—@—ﬁfﬁ—?ﬂ”ﬁi - he presides over the zodiacal signs
Capricornius and Agquarius

foe1_(oer-Tfares-sra-Aor-fage - he has great liking for

sesame oil lamp and sesame seeds mixed rice

YT-SIYT-5T151<R - he is an ocean of compassion (for his devotees)
[TETR - he is fearless

IIES-ATTNGO-GITR - he bears a wound on his legs inflicted

by Yama,'s cudgel (5)
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<I>1734\9121/¢01H—Wﬁj‘{ - he is verily the divine Kamadhenu while

dispensing favours to devoteees

PIAT-D@P-(91-IDAWINR - he has the capacity to break the

Wheel of Time (6)

FIFO-BITITRI-S[N - he is the son of ChAyA devl

Notes:

1 shanaishchara is so called because he is slow-moving. Note that Saturn
takes more than 29 years to go round the Sun once. For this reason he
is also called Manda. In Naishadha mahAkAvya, the poet advocates this
as the reason for Shani's late arrival at Damayanti's svayamvara.

2 Yama was the son o Surya by the first wife saMj~nA devl

3 Many texts declare that the eagle (gRRidhra) is Shani's vehicle.

4 mAlinl is a favourite mantra metre of Shani. In Mahabharata, during
exile, Draupadi mentions her name as Malini while seeking employment
in cognito. Probably she then prayed to Shani.

5 This happened when they were boys. This is the reason for Shani's
slow movement.

6 The wheel referred to here is the cycle of births and deaths breaking

it is to attain Mukti (salvation)

%Y 2

(LMGETIS b 1)
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qI5l- AINTAT ©FeT- FOXGITS o
RINTRE ST J12 S5-3I 7R fRigre-cnas |
SRS CAT9-29R FATM-©ife-212

AT -S]APIL TGP |

PITB-INAL, PO BT -PRATI-DTHS512
POUGE AT LTI
SN M-TeTIEL CSTTIEF IS

- - PSR- TPITFIN |

’TI_.Q’T&\NQN\ sTal 91=R - | always remember RAhu

5[?/% JIHTL - he is being aspected by Surya and Chandra (1)
T%W (W2¥ - he has a crooked body

S]ISIR - he is a demon and also a deva (2)

(19T B4R - he drives away illnesses

s79fif OIS 722 - he wards off fears from snakes and the like
"["ifﬂ?{ SJ4PN - he is happily seated on a shUrpa (a

bamboo plate in the form of a trapezium, called muram in Tamil)
X[eTR[Y 49 BN - he holds a trident in is hands

PdTd IUAR - has a frightful face

FfOT2 - he is hard,

SR o T 2o BG) I BRG R D=0 F his(fierce)looks melt into a

Stotram Digitalized By Sanskritdocuments.org



http://sanskritdocuments.org/

compassionate glance due to the mantra commencing 'kayA naH' (3)
W\é\‘ﬁi - he has four hands

2[5y (A6 4992 - he holds a sword, a shield and like weapons

5N qIeT I®2 - he wears a blue cloth and other garments

made of leather

CTIMARTOL9R - he wears gomedaka-AbharaNaM ornaments laced with
gomedaka (gem) stones

Iy B T SPVT ST S - He is friends with Shani

and Shukra, and pleases Guruguha too.

Notes:

1) After getting the pot of nectar by churning the ocean with

asuras'help, the deva-s sought Vishnu's help to prevent asuras from
getting their share. As Vishnu took on the enchanting form of a mohini
and started distributing the nectar to the devas, one asura sneaked in
between Surya and Chandra and partook a mouthful, before he was spotted
and struck down into two. The head and hands acquired a serpent body
and became Rahu, while the torso acquired a serpent's head and became Ketu
2) Since the asura had actually drunk the nectar, he did not die,

he became a half-deval

3) There is a a vedic mantra to propitiate each planet. The mantra

for Rahu is:

YT 5T SNGI O UL STAT| FAT #AHETT Jo |
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“With what help will he come to us, wonderful, ever-waxing friend? With
what most mighty company?" This Sama is from Samaveda samhita 1.139.
It is in gAyatrl Chandas with Vamadeva as Rishi. Originally addressed

to Indra, it has been adopted for Ketu in later centuries.

%0 OY

{LSMCERTS & (P9}
157 51N OleT- boXIerfo wod
VTSR (PONRL OO BT I |

o

NRI-fRfba-SpE -2 esfer-aIM-4312

TI-TNI-FIBL TR FIHR-YBL ST |
(P2 PAT-NTFTL (P -CTrae
FeTSIm-TxFIL (FIT-RG-FolfFe
BPBR-HINT-OFNR S - Fororesar

SRR ARASTIT-STRITAT |

NI (PR AR OO - | take refuge in the great asura Ketu
DINTRR I - he is a great shadow planet (1)

Wﬁfﬂfﬁfﬁ 4<4R - he wears a big charming crown

Nesias I 492 - he wears auspicious (yellow) clothes

ORI PRGN "S’{QP - happily mounted on a human being as seat
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JJ4% YR JYN - he is friends with the newly created planet(rahu)
(PR PIq Nf&9 - his vedic mantra commences 'ketuM kRRiNvan' 2)
cwiy [9fg CofNaR - he is an angry person and he hails in the line ot
the sage Jaimini

W\%ww - his favourite food is horse-grain (koLLu in Tamil)

(T /7 “reIfFaR - his flag is in the form of a triangle

B[P BE HINT ©I9R - He holds a parousal to Guruguha

B (MY F&7@ eI - he is very good to people who had risen above
the sense of good and bad

S5l FIE FIFR - his actions include causing eclipses

ARIAANT F{QSTEQ"TI[ - he moves in a retrograde direction among the
planets

Notes:

1) Rahu and Ketu are really not planets in the ordinary sense, but are
just the imaginary points of intersection of the ecliptic and the moon's
orbit. The ascending node is Rahu, the descending (crossing the ecliptic
from north to south) node is Ketu.

2) The ketu mantra runs as :

(O FANPOC CTAT T SICAC |

STNTBISIAT |l - Rigveda 1.6.3

“Thou, making light where no light was, and form, O men, where form
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was not, Wast born together with the dawn."

This rik, originally addressed to UShas, has been adopted for Ketu

in later times.

3) In karnatic music, there are seven basic tAla-s (rythmic patterns),

and Muttusvami DikShita composed the first seven songs, one in each, for
the seven main graha-s. These seven pieces are remarkable not only for
their musical content, but also for their literary merit and the wealth

of information they exhibit. Though the last two songs, on the Chaya
graha-s, also go under his pen-name, Guruguha, there is a view that
these two songs are later-day insertions, probably by his disciples.

}
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